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Poll	of	Polls,	August	2022

Political	Highlights	of	the	Week

Inflation	 announced:	 TurkStat	 announced	 the	 inflation	 rates	 for
August.	 According	 to	 TurkStat,	 inflation	 was	 realized	 as	 1.41%	 on	 a
monthly	 basis	 and	 80.21%	 on	 an	 annual	 basis.	 ENAG,	 on	 the	 other
hand,	 announced	monthly	 inflation	 at	 5.86%	 and	 annual	 inflation	 at
181.37%.
	
From	 Russia	 with	 love:	 President	 Recep	 Tayyip	 Erdoğan	 said,
"Europe	 is	 reaping	 what	 it	 sows.	 Their	 sanctions	 against	 Mr.	 Putin
inevitably	brought	Putin	to	the	point	of	 'If	you	do	this,	 I	will	do	this',"
Erdoğan	said,	criticizing	Europe.
	
Clearest	 day	 for	 elections:	MHP	 Deputy	 Chairman	 for	 Legal	 and
Electoral	Affairs	Feti	Yıldız	said,	"adressing	Kılıçdaroğlu,	in	2023,	since
June	24	falls	on	a	Saturday,	the	elections	will	be	held	on	June	18.	Sixty
days	before	the	voting	day,	on	April	19,	2023,	the	YSK	will	announce
the	election	calendar	and	the	election	process	will	officially	begin."
	

Issue	in	focus:	Turkish	Youth:	Outward
Looking,	Inward	Motivated

A	 common	 finding	 from	 recent	 surveys	 on	 Turkish	 youth	 is	 their
eagerness	 to	 spend	 sometime	 abroad,	 to	 live	 in	 another	 country,
preferably	 a	 Western	 one.	 Such	 percentages	 are	 often	 quoted
accompanied	 with	 cliché	 headlines	 indicating	 that	 Turkish	 young
people,	pessimist	about	their	future	in	Turkey	are	willing	to	jump	ship.
This	is	rather	Eurocentric	trap	that	many	tend	to	fall	in,	without	further
analysis	 of	 the	 data	 and	 in	 depth	 understanding	 the	 spirit	 of	 the
Turkish	youth.	Let	us	elaborate.
	
We	 have	 been	 engaged	 in	 series	 of	 in	 depth	 interviews	 with	 many



young	people	from	all	walks	of	life	in	order	to	qualify	the	survey	data
we	regularly	collect.	At	first	glance,	our	findings	are	in	the	same	line;
majority	 of	 Turkish	 young	 people	 are	 willing	 to	 go	 abroad	 for
professional,	 personal	 and	 educational	 reasons.	 However,	 when
combined	with	other	indicators,	the	picture	is	much	more	diverse	and
sophisticated.	
	
First,	 the	 willingness	 and	 interest	 of	 Turkish	 young	 people	 going
abroad	 is	 not	 a	 new	 phenomenon.	 Turkish	 young	 people	 have	 been
always	 interested	 in	 travelling,	 discovering	 and	 learning	 about	 other
countries	 and	 cultures.	 That	 is	 the	 reason	 why	 Turkish	 youth
organizations,	 youth	 initiatives	 and	 institutions	 dealing	 with
international	 learning	 mobility	 have	 always	 been	 very	 popular.
International	youth	exchange	schemes	and	organizations	such	as	AFS,
YFU,	 AEGEE,	 AISEC,	 Rotary,	 Scouts,	 Workcamp	 organizations	 have
been	up	and	 running	and	have	been	 leading	 the	 field	 in	mobility	 for
more	than	three	decades.	Such	organizations	and	their	popularity	also
paved	the	way	for	Turkey	to	become	a	full	programme	country	to	the
European	Commission	Education	and	Youth	Programmes	since	2002.
Turkish	 youth	 organizations	 have	 always	 been	 very	 active	 in	 all	 the
related	 programmes	 and	 have	 been	 leading	 in	 terms	 of	 number	 of
projects,	participants	and	geographic	diversity.	Turkish	young	people,
economic	 situation	permitting,	have	always	 showed	great	 interest	 in
non-organized	 forms	 of	 mobility	 as	 well,	 such	 as	 Interrail;	 coach
surfing	and	backpacking.	On	top	of	this,	one	should	never	forget	that
Turkish	young	people	face	very	strict	visa	regimes,	going	through	very
expensive,	 time	 taking	 and	 at	 times	 rather	 humiliating	 processes.
However,	 they	 show	 resilience	 and	 keep	 on	 searching	 ways	 to
participate	in	learning	mobility	schemes.	
	
While	 the	 young	 people	 in	 other	 European	 countries	 are	 labelled
positively	 for	 their	 desire	 to	 explore	 other	 cultures	 and	 countries;
encouraged	 to	 travel	more	 through	 subsidies	 and	 programmes,	 it	 is
rather	 unfair	 that	 Turkish	 young	 people	 who	 already	 high	 levels	 of
motivation	 are	 being	 labelled	 negatively,	 as	 run-aways,	 and	 as
potential	ship	jumpers.	
	
Our	 data	 clearly	 indicates	 that	 majority	 of	 those	 who	 indicate	 a
willingness	 to	 go	 and	 live	 abroad	 does	 it	with	 similar	motivations	 of
those	 other	 European	 young	 people:	 for	 personal	 and	 professional
developmental	 opportunities.	Most	of	 these	plans	are	 time	bounded;
they	all	indicate	and	plan	to	come	back	to	Turkey.	
	
It	 is	 true	that	with	the	deteriorating	economic	situation	and	the	slide
back	 on	 rights	 and	 liberties,	 young	 people	 reconsider	 their	 future
plans.	When	asked	whether	 they	took	any	 initiative	 to	move	abroad,
majority	 of	 young	people	 indicated	 that	 so	 far	 theirs	 is	 only	wishing
and	dreaming	and	they	did	not	take	any	concrete	action.	However,	in
their	 responses	one	clear	deadline	appears:	The	elections.	For	 them,
the	upcoming	elections	seems	to	be	a	critical	juncture.	
	
A	 clear	 majority	 of	 Turkish	 youth	 are	 expecting	 and	 hoping	 for	 a
change	 in	 the	 political	 scene,	 which	 in	 return	 should	 improve	 the
shortcomings	 in	 justice,	 education	 and	 rights	 and	 freedoms.	 The
economic	 situation	 is	 also	 considered	 important,	 however	 young
people	 prioritize	 justice,	 social	 equality	 and	 peace	 and	meritocracy.
The	 findings	 indicate	 that	 if	 Turkey	 improves	 in	 these	priority	 fields,
young	people	are	motivated	 to	build	 their	 future	 in	Turkey,	while	as
part	of	their	cosmopolitanism,	remain	in	close	contact	and	integrated



to	other	European	countries	and	with	the	rest	of	the	world.	However,	if
the	 current	 trends	 of	 inequality,	 lack	 of	 meritocracy,	 and	 improper
functioning	 of	 justice	 system	 remains	 in	 place,	 they	 will	 rightfully
reconsider	their	plans.	

Follow	 us	 for	 more	 up-to-date	 analysis	 of	 developments	 in	 Turkey

regarding	the	upcoming	elections;	where	we	will	be	putting	them	into

context	 and	 offer	 insights	 and	 informed	 and	 data	 driven

explanations.	

İstanbul	Economics	Research
www.researchistanbul.com

This	email	was	sent	to	{{contact.EMAIL}}

Unsubscribe

file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20unsubscribe%20%7D%7D

