
Turkey	Election	Watch	-	06
05	September	2022

	

What	is	this	e-mail?

This	 e-mail	 is	 prepared	 by	 Istanbul	 Economics	 Research,	 an	 Istanbul
based	 polling	 company,	 to	 share	 with	 you	 the	most	 recent	 updates	 on
developments	regarding	Turkish	elections	that	will	 take	place	 in	2023.	 If
you	 do	 not	wish	 to	 receive	 this	 email	 please	 unsubscribe.	Otherwise	 sit
back	and	enjoy	the	data	driven	commentary.
	
If	you	like	what	you	see	and	are	interested	in	more	please	contact	me	at
cselcuki@researchistanbul.com	 to	 learn	 about	 our	 institutional
subscription	plans	to	monthly	polling	reports.	
	
We	have	solution	for	individual	subscriptions	in	English:	
https://turkiyeraporu.com/pricing/
	
And	for	individual	Turkish	subscriptions:
https://turkiyeraporu.com/abonelik/
	
Can	Selçuki,	Managing	Director,	Istanbul	Economics	Research

If	someone	forwarded	you	this	e-mail	and	you	want	them	to	keep	coming:	

Click	to	subscribe!

Latest	polling

Erdoğan's	core	support

https://aed6a29b.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAB-RRovbYLBCE-sZDEi2qQaFh8sBdZtnuQYoHZpTYmR2r8CTP9zkm747doo7s_4UiIE1v9M73pSQkMglxfoX-dJIattKdT0wB3R9T6e41pFk11fTdx-qBMEhgd-LemAxm6FrxOcJZo6KmFSR-1aja5-H1Bf_YFhVvBOOVxsPZfKaWwIcoJdvRSZymtdYgSBWe-BJB3sjxPCk
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20unsubscribe%20%7D%7D
mailto:cselcuki@researchistanbul.com
https://turkiyeraporu.com/pricing/
https://turkiyeraporu.com/abonelik/


Türkiye	Raporu	August	2022	Polling

Political	Highlights	of	the	Week

Price	hike:	Electricity	and	natural	gas	prices	were	increased	by	20%
for	 households	 and	 50%	 for	 industry.	 This	 increase	 removes	 any
chance	for	snap	elections	in	November.	It	 is	also	difficult	to	reconcile
this	development	with	the	rumors	that	Putin	will	come	to	the	rescue	of
the	government	with	cheap	gas	over	the	winter.
	
Pekergate	claiming	heads:	President	Erdoğan	dismissed	his	advisor
Serkan	 Taranoğlu,	 who	 was	 named	 in	 Sedat	 Peker's
allegations.Former	Parliament	Speaker	Bülent	Arınç	stated	on	Twitter
that	Sedat	Peker's	allegations	should	be	investigated.	Journalist	Kadri
Gürsel	claimed	in	a	MedyaScope	broadcast	that	these	new	allegations
will	 prevent	 the	 disgruntled,	 now	 undecided,	 AK	 Party	 voters	 to	 go
back	amidst	the	economic	woes.
	
“Life	Style”	 is	 the	word:	The	prosecutor	who	demanded	Gülşen's
arrest	called	Prof.	Celal	Şengör	 to	 testify	on	 the	grounds	of	 insulting
religious	 values.	 It	 is	 becoming	 increasingly	 clear	 that	 the	 main
cleavage	of	the	elections	will	be	us	against	them	based	on	life	style.
	

Issue	in	focus:	The	“Syrians”:	The
millions	that	will	not	vote,	but	will	affect
the	elections

Turkey	 has	 been	 a	 polarized	 country	 for	 the	 last	 decade.	 Since	 the
Gezi	protests	in	2013,	the	governing	party	and	its	leader	Mr.	Erdoğan
resorted	 increasingly	 in	 us	 vs	 them	 rhetoric	 and	 the	 public	 opinion
followed	 suit.	 It	 reached	 to	 a	 degree	where	 even	 the	musicians	 are
categorized	 as	 yandaş	 (supporter)	 who	 would	 get	 lucrative	 concert



contracts	 from	 the	municipalities	 under	 the	 AK	 Party	 and	MHP	 rule;
young	pop	 singers	would	be	quoted	at	high	 level	party	 rallies;	while
those	who	are	 in	 opposition	would	 see	 their	 events	being	 cancelled,
with	increased	social	media	lynching	campaigns	and	even	taken	to	the
court	on	blown	up	accusations.	
	
One	issue	however	remains	ea	bridge.	It	brings	together	people	across
party	 lines,	go	beyond	age	groups	and	socio-economic	status:	The	8
million	 plus	 Syrians	 (along	 with	 others)	 in	 Turkey.	 The	 society	 has
been	reluctant	to	accept	the	ever-increasing	Syrians	fleeing	the	war	in
their	country,	but	there	was	some	degree	of	a	rather	silent	approval	of
the	 open-door	 policy	 Turkey	 followed	 and	 granting	 of	 temporary
protection	 status	 to	 those	who	arrive.	 It	 even	 served	as	 a	 feel	 good
factor,	as	 it	demonstrated	that	Turks	were	generous	and	kind,	unlike
those	selfish	Europeans	who	freaked	out	with	1/1000th	of	the	number
of	refugees.	The	Turkey-EU	refugee	deal	created	a	bitter	taste,	making
majority	 of	 the	 public	 feel	 cheated	 on	 two	 fronts:	 One,	 the	 EU	 was
paying	 Turkey	 to	 act	 like	 a	 bodyguard,	 a	 buffer,	 to	 keep	 those
unwanted	 away	 from	 them,	 thus	 facing	 all	 the	 potential	 burden.
Second,	 those	 in	 opposition	 felt	 betrayed	as	 they	 considered	 such	 a
deal	 was	 a	 free-pass	 for	 President	 Erdoğan	 to	 continue	 his	 path	 of
increasing	authoritarianism	and	the	European	Union	member	states	to
turn	 a	 blind	 eye	 to	 the	 deteriorating	 freedoms	 and	 rights	 in	 Turkey.
Add	 to	 those	 feelings	 the	 worsening	 economic	 situation,	 the	 sky
rocketing	prices	and	the	cycle	of	crisis	and	you	have	a	perfect	storm
gathering	which	will	go	for	the	easiest	and	most	visible	target:	Those
millions	of	Syrians	who	came	and	benefited	 from	conditions	 that	are
difficult	 for	 Turks	 to	 access,	 such	 as	 free	 health	 services.	 At	 the
moment,	majority	of	the	public	opinion	in	Turkey	have	turned	against
the	 Syrians,	 and	 Turkish	 political	 scene	 has	 its	 first	 open	 anti-
immigrant	party:	Zafer	Party	which	is	steadily	increasing	its	potential
voters.	
	
The	debate	on	the	Syrians	is	not	an	informed	one	and	is	marred	with
myths,	disinformation	and	even	outright	 lies.	First	 issue	 is	 their	 legal
status.	The	public	debate	is	really	do	not	differentiate	between	who	is
a	refugee,	who	 is	a	migrant,	who	 is	under	temporary	protection.	The
term	Syrians	became	a	blanket	term	to	define	all	 those	foreigners	 in
Turkey	 coming	 from	Middle	 East	 and	 Afghanistan	 and	 Pakistan.	 The
videos	of	young,	male	Pakistanis	and	Afghans	illegally	passing	through
the	Turkish-Iranian	border	 into	Turkey	as	 if	 they	are	some	boy	scout
troop	 on	 a	 walk;	 or	 buses	 and	 trucks	 unloading	 tens	 of	 young	men
who	 entered	 the	 country	 illegally	 are	 very	 popular	 in	 Turkish	 social
media	 and	 widely	 shared	 within	 the	 most	 popular	 political
communication	 tool,	 the	 whatsapp	 groups.	 Along	 with	 their	 entry
videos,	short	videos	shot	by	these	young	men,	 in	the	form	of	selfies,
showing	 Turkish	 women	 and	 children	 drew	 attention	 and	 public
outburst,	leading	to	incidents	of	Middle	Eastern	men	being	attacked	if
seen	 shooting	 a	 video.	 There	 is	 clearly	 a	 ticking	 bomb	 in	 Turkish
society,	 and	 as	 all	 mob	 behavior,	 it	 is	 growing	 irrational,
indiscriminative	and	violent.	
	
The	 government,	 in	 particular	 Mr.	 Süleyman	 Soylu,	 the	 minister	 of
interior,	tried	to	face	this	growing	wave	and	calm	the	public	anger.	It
was	futile.	In	fact,	his	comparisons	of	Turks	coming	from	Central	Asia
or	 Balkans,	 claiming	 that	we	 are	 all	 immigrants;	 or	 his	 comparisons
with	 construction	 workers	 coming	 from	 Black	 Sea	 and	 South	 East
Anatolia	 regions	 to	 Istanbul	 seeking	 employment	 in	 the	 past	 with
those	 of	 Syrians	 actually	 made	 things	 worse	 and	 did	more	 damage



than	improvement.	
	
In	 the	 run-up	 to	 the	 election,	 and	 during	 the	 campaign,	 President
Erdoğan	will	 have	 to	 face	 this	 challenge.	He	has	 stated	 a	 few	 times
that	 they	will	 not	 send	 them	back,	 and	abide	with	 international	 law.
However,	 with	 the	 economic	 crisis	 and	 ever	 increasing	 anti	 Syrian
sentiments	and	 rhetoric,	he	will	 have	 to	work	harder.	 It	 is	 clear	 that
the	 earlier	 rhetoric	 of	 ensar,	 the	 hosts,	 coming	 from	 the	 prophets
time,	 is	 not	working.	 There	 is	 also	ever	growing	 suspicion	 voiced	by
the	opposition	that	many	of	the	foreigners	are	being	granted	Turkish
citizenship	 in	 order	 to	 allow	 them	 to	 vote	 for	 the	 President	 and	 his
party.	A	widely	 circulated	 instruction	video	 in	Arabic	on	how	 to	vote
for	 AK	 Party	 in	 elections	 fed	 into	 this	 suspicion.	 And	most	 recently,
there	is	a	huge	outcry	with	the	new	fast	track	system	that	allows	the
citizens	to	change	their	names	and	surnames	through	the	state	portal
online	 system,	 as	 opposed	 to	 past	 system	 where	 one	 had	 to	 go	 to
court	and	justify	the	reason.	It	is	argued	that	this	system	is	created	for
those	who	received	citizenship	 to	change	their	names	and	surnames
from	 Arabic	 into	 more	 Turkish	 sounding	 ones	 to	 avoid	 detection	 in
voter	 lists.	 It	 is	 clear	 that	 the	 Syrians	 as	 the	 popular	 term	 defines
them,	will	continue	to	remain	high	in	public	agenda,	and	will	be	part	of
the	electoral	strategies.	The	position	of	Zafer	party	is	the	clearest;	the
opposition	is	also	falling	in	line.	It	is	yet	to	be	seen	how	the	President
and	his	 party	will	maneuver.	What	 is	 certain	 is,	 they	 can	not	 ignore
the	issue.	
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