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Results	of	Turkiye	Raporu	July	2022	Turkey	wide	poll	of	1500	adults

Political	Highlights	of	the	Week

Kılıçdaroğlu	 visits	 Erzurum	 and	Uludere:	Kılıçdaroğlu	made	 two
visits	 this	 week.	 First	 to	 Erzurum,	 a	 town	 known	 for	 its	 nationalistic
inclanation,	and	then	to	Roboski	to	talk	to	the	families	of	the	victims.
A	total	of	34	civilians,	4	civilians	who	were	illegally	crossing	border	for
smuggling,	 including	19	children,	were	killed	 in	 the	airstrikes	carried
out	by	the	Turkish	Armed	Forces	(TSK)	in	Ulusdere	on	Dec.	28,	2011.
The	bombs	 left	bodies	dismembered,	with	 families	unable	 to	 identify
their	 loved	 ones.	 This	 part	 of	 Kılıçdaroğlu's	 “making	 amends”
campaign.
	
Scandal	at	the	KPSS:	About	1.5	million	people	took	the	public	sector
placement	 exam	 overseen	 by	 ÖSYM	 (body	 that	 oversees	 central
examination)	 over	 the	 weekend.	 Afterwards,	 it	 was	 reported	 that
several	 of	 the	 questions	 were	 the	 same	 as	 the	 ones	 found	 in
preparation	 exams	 and	 videos	 of	 Yediiklim	 Publishing	 House.	 The
exam	has	been	cancelled	and	head	of	ÖSYM	has	been	removed	from
duty.	 The	 government	 acted	 quickly	 into	 launching	 an	 investigation.
The	opposition	has	been	long	criticizing	the	government	on	departure
from	merit	based	appointments	in	the	public	sector.	This	will	not	play
well	 for	 the	 Government	 among	 young	 voters.	 AK	 Party	 is	 already
suffering	among	this	group.
	
	

Issue	in	focus:	Zafer	Party	is	on	the	rise

The	Zafer	Party	is	on	the	rise.	One	issue	or	Catch	All?
	
There	 is	a	new	party	 that	deserves	special	attention	 in	Turkish	political	party	scene:
The	 Zafer,	 meaning	 Victory,	 has	 been	 gaining	 traction	 and	 steadily	 increasing	 its



visibility.	Whether	this	popularity	will	suffice	for	it	to	pass	the	necessary	7	%	threshold
for	the	Parliament	or	not	is	still	unclear.	However,	it	is	possible	to	state	that	the	Zafer
and	 its	 charismatic,	hard	 spoken	academic	 leader,	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	already	 left	 their
mark	on	the	electoral	politics.
	
As	of	 July	2022	Turkiye	Raporu	polling	puts	Zafer	at	 roughly	2.5%	support.
Half	 of	 that	 comes	 from	 first	 time	 voters	 and	 the	 rest	 from	 all	 party
electorate.	This	 is	 not	 surprising.	 Istanbul	 Economics	 Research	 poll	 of	 3000	 young
people	back	in	2021	had	shown	that	there	is	a	growing	anti-politics	sentiment	among
the	 youth	 and	 that	 they	 are	 becoming	 increasingly	 more	 susceptible	 to	 right	 wing
populist	movements	 and	 here	 it	 is.	 For	Turkish	 readers	 follow	 this	 link	 for	 the
findings	of	the	youth	survey.
	
To	start	with,	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	is	not	a	novel	face	or	an	unknown.	He	had	been	actively
engaged	with	politics,	within	the	Nationalist	movement	in	Turkey	since	his	high	school
years.	His	roots	in	Turkish	nationalist	movement	goes	deep,	it’s	a	family	tradition,	both
his	parents	were	also	active	and	 influential	 figures	within	Nationalist	movement.	Mr.
Ümit	Özdağ	has	been	serving	as	an	MP	for	last	three	terms,	and	he	has	been	always	in
the	forefront	and	highly	visible	over	the	years.	He	was	a	contender	for	the	chairperson
of	the	MHP;	and	he	was	one	of	the	founders	of	the	IYI	Party.	As	of	summer	2021,	he
has	been	the	 founder	and	the	 leader	of	 the	Zafer	Party.	He	has	been	on	a	roll	since
then,	 having	 found	 the	 one	 issue	 that	 resonates	 with	 the	 majority	 of	 the	 Turkish
electorate:	 The	 immigration	 issue.	 Mr.	 Ümit	 Özdağ	 went	 straight	 at	 the
elephant	in	the	room:	the	already	high	anti	Syrian	attitudes	in	Turkey,	that
has	been	steadily	growing.	Economic	 crisis	made	 it	much	more	worse,	and
Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	intends	on	riding	that	wave.	
	
For	many	analysts	and	pundits,	Zafer	party	is	a	one	issue	party,	 focusing	on
the	issue	of	deporting	the	illegal	immigrants	and	more.	Although	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	and
party	members	deny	it,	arguing	they	also	have	comprehensive	economics,	social	and
educational	 policies;	 it	 is	 the	 immigration	 issue	 that	 puts	 him	 in	 the	 spotlight	 and
keeps	him	there.
	
What	is	the	impact	of	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	and	his	party	on	the	electoral	competition	and
the	campaign	period?	It	was	feared	that	Zafer	party	was	another	attempt	in	driving	a
wedge	 in	 the	 opposition,	 diverting	 away	 votes	 from	 IYI	 Party	 and	 swooping	 the
anti-Syrian	sentiments	within	 the	opposition	bloc.	Mr.	Özdağ	was	criticized
for	laying	low	on	his	attacks	on	the	governing	party	and	the	President,	while
being	vocal	about	CHP	and	 IYI	Party.	However,	over	time,	he	made	 it	clear
that	they	are	not	shy	in	criticizing	the	government	and	its	members.	This	was
most	visible	in	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ’s	open	and	highly	vocal	criticism	of	Interior	Minister,	Mr.
Süleyman	Soylu.	The	issue	escalated	so	much	that	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	openly	challenged
Mr.	Soylu	 for	a	 face-off	 in	 front	of	 the	ministry,	where	he	was	 followed	with	massive
media	presence.	Mr.	Soylu	did	not	appear.	In	a	very	recent	public	gathering,	Mr.	Ümit
Özdağ	 was	 openly	 asked	 on	 his	 party’s	 position	 on	 a	 possible	 second	 round	 of
Presidential	 elections,	 and	 his	 response	was	 that	 the	 priority	 is	 to	 replace	 President
Erdoğan.	
	
Literature	indicates	that	the	impact	of	one	issue,	anti-immigration	parties	in
tight	competitions	tend	to	be	way	above	their	vote	percentages.	 First	of	all,
they	force	the	contenders	and	the	main	stream	parties	to	accommodate;	meaning	to
adopt	some	of	their	discourses	and	proposals	on	immigration	and	integration	issues,	in
order	to	reclaim	the	lost	votes.	So	far,	we	have	observed	some	initial	examples	of	this
issue.	The	opposition	leaders	also	stated	that	they	will	work	on	ways	to	send
the	 Syrians	 back	 to	 their	 countries,	 and	 they	 will	 be	 tough	 on	 border
controls.	 So	 far,	 the	 AK	 Party	 and	 President	 Erdoğan	 managed	 to	 resist,
making	 repeated	 statements	 that	 they	 will	 not	 walk	 that	 line.	 However,
considering	the	surge	 in	anti-Syrian	public	opinion	reaching	across	party	 lines,	 it	 is	a
question	mark	on	how	long	they	can	maintain	this	position.	Another	potential	impact	is
on	the	welfare	dimension;	creation	of	welfare	chauvinism:	in	times	of	economic	crisis,
the	 discourses	 of	 Mr.	 Ümit	 Özdağ	 is	 very	 likely	 to	 affect	 the	 social	 programs,
influencing	on	who	will	be	the	priority	 in	any	kind	of	support	and	welfare	assistance.
This	would	create	pressure	on	the	immigrant	and	refugee	committees.	In	addition,	the
increasing	 popularity	 of	 anti-immigrant	 discourses	 and	 negative	 attitudes	 are	 very
likely	to	adversely	affect	the	integration	and	cohesion	policies	and	processes.	Finally,
if	Mr.	Özdağ	were	to	form	a	third	alliance	with	Muharrem	İnce	(former	CHP
MP	and	presidential	 candidate	 in	 2018),	 and	nominate	 a	 candidate	 for	 the
presidential	election	it	could	ruin	the	opposition’s	plans	to	win	the	election
in	the	first	round.	Thus,	Mr.	Ümit	Özdağ	and	Zafer	Party	is	to	be	watched	closely,	as
their	 relative	 impact	 is	 definitely	 will	 go	 beyond	 the	 elections.	 The	 presidential
candidate	for	opposition	is	still	not	known,	but	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	is	becoming
more	visible.

	



The	 elections	 that	 are	 to	 take	 place	 in	 2023,	 both	 Presidential	 and	 parliamentary,

slowly	but	steadily	takes	over	Turkish	political	agenda,	and	 is	very	much	 like	an	app

constantly	 running	 in	 the	 background.	 The	 candidacy	 of	 President	 Recep	 Tayyip

Erdoğan	 is	 already	 accepted	 as	 a	 given,	 albeit	 still	 not	 being	 officially	 declared

(pending	the	potential	conflict	over	the	issue	of	maximum	terms	that	he	can	serve;	an

issue	 that	 is	 being	 ignored	 at	 the	 moment	 both	 by	 the	 governing	 bloc	 and	 the

opposition).	 One	 major	 question,	 which	 will	 determine	 the	 answers	 to	 all

following	questions	is	who	will	be	the	candidate	of	the	opposition	bloc,	also

referred	as	the	table	of	six,	composed	of	six	opposition	parties.	This	question	 is	also

being	asked	in	another	form:	Will	Mr.	Kemal	Kılıçdaroğlu,	leader	of	the	main	opposition

party	 and	 often	 considered	 as	 the	 architect	 of	 the	 opposition	 coalition,	 step	 up	 and

face	Mr.	 Erdoğan?	 The	 answer	 to	 this	 question	was	 still	 anybody’s	 guess.	 However,

although	 there	 is	 still	 no	 official	 or	 unofficial	 announcement,	we	argue	 that	 last	 one

month	marked	a	turning	point,	and	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	is	now	more	likely	to	come

out	 as	 the	 candidate	 for	 the	 opposition	 bloc.	 There	 appears	 to	 be	 no

resistance	from	his	partners	at	the	table	of	six.

	
The	 potential	 candidacy	 of	 Mr.	 Kılıçdaroğlu	 to	 face	 President	 Erdogan	 is	 a	 very

contested	issue:	Is	he	the	right	candidate	to	step	up?	Different	groups	seem	to	define

right	 candidate	 very	 different	 from	 each	 other.	 From	 one	 perspective,	 the	 right

candidate	is	the	one	with	the	higher	chance	to	beat	Mr.	Erdogan	and	win	the	elections.

From	 another	 perspective,	 the	 right	 candidate	 is	 the	 one	 that	 could	 oversee	 the

transition	period	in	the	post	Erdogan	era,	allowing	for	reconstruction	and	reformation

by	 keeping	 a	 low	 and	 reconciliatory	 profile,	 putting	 aside	 any	 personal	 and	 political

ambition.	

	
Last	week,	we	have	observed	two	major	initiatives	of	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu:	first,	he	is	on	the

move;	he	has	been	travelling	to	different	towns,	for	different	occasions	(so	these	are

not	 official	 election	 rallies),	 and	 he	 has	 been	 gathering	 an	 interest	 and

mobilization	high	number	of	turnout,	which	is	contradictory	to	the	views	of

some	 political	 pundits.	 The	 second	 issue	 is	 his	 approach	 and	 strategy.	 Mr.

Kılıçdaroğlu	 started	 to	 take	 a	 much	 more	 active	 and	 agenda	 setting	 role,

indicating	that	he	has	moved	into	a	different	chapter	in	his	strategical	playbook.	What

Kılıçdaroğlu	displayed	in	terms	of	tactics	in	last	one	month	can	best	be	explained	with

Judo	 principles.	 First,	 Mr.	 Kılıçdaroğlu	 displayed	 two	 successful	 examples	 of	 Sen

(initiative).	Sen	aims	to	forestall	the	opponent	by	starting	an	action	before	he	begins

attack	on	you.	On	July	10th,	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	picked	up	the	issue	of	student	loans	and

the	 interest	applied	on	 them,	and	made	a	very	bold	call	 to	all	 those	 in	student	 loan

debt	not	to	pay	their	debts,	promising	that	once	“we	are	in	power	in	a	year’s	time,	all

the	 interest	will	 be	 erased	and	 the	debts	will	 only	 be	 collected	upon	employment.”	

The	government	was	forced	into	defence,	having	lost	the	agenda,	and	they	could	only

react	 by	 doing	 exactly	what	Mr.	 Kılıçdaroğlu	 promised	 to	 do:	 on	 July	 18th,	 President

Erdogan	announced	that	all	the	interests	will	be	erased	and	the	debtors	will	only	pay

the	 amount.	 What	 followed	 was	 important:	 #TesekkurlerKilicdaroglu	 (Thanks



Kılıçdaroğlu)	became	number	one	trending	topic	in	Turkey,	allowing	him	to	get	all	the

credit.	 In	a	similar	manner,	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	addressed	the	public	on	 July	26th,	with	a

video	 shot	 in	 his	 home	 kitchen,	 telling	 them	 to	 postpone	 their	 plans	 buying	 a	 car,

promising	 a	major	 tax	 cut	 “once	 we	 are	 in	 power.”	 The	 reaction	 was	 positive,	 and

coincidentally	an	earlier	bill	giving	the	President	the	power	to	decrease	of	increase	tax

rates	by	 threefold	was	published	 in	 the	official	gazette,	 creating	 the	 impression	 that

once	again	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	is	forcing	the	hand	of	the	President	and	pushing	him	into

defence;	which	is	a	very	rare	sight	in	last	twenty	years	of	Erdogan’s	rule.	And	finally,

Mr.	 Kılıçdaroğlu	 displayed	 a	 well-executed	 example	 of	 Ato-no-sen	 (initiative	 in

defense),	 to	start	action	 in	defense	based	on	the	offensive	of	your	opponent.	 It	 is	 to

avoid	 the	 opponent's	 attack	 that	 is	 about	 to	 be	 launched	 upon	 you,	 and	 to	make	 a

counter-attack.	 Over	 the	 years,	 President	 Erdogan	 insistently	 referred	 to	 Mr.

Kılıçdaroğlu	 as	 Bay	 Kemal,	which	 literally	means	Mr.	 Kemal.	However,	 it	was	 clearly

loaded	with	some	disparaging	connotations,	it	was	used	in	an	unflattering	manner.	Mr.

Kılıçdaroğlu	 picked	 up	 this	 term	 and	 flipped	 by	 reconstructing	 it	 loaded	 with	 very

positive	 terms	 and	 now	 he	 owns	 it.	 He	 even	 updated	 his	 twitter	 bio,	 including	 Bay

Kemal.	It	would	be	hard	for	the	President	Erdogan	to	utilize	this	term	the	same	manner

he	used	in	the	past.

	
The	crux	of	the	matter	still	remains:	Is	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	going	to	run	against

President	Erdogan?	The	answer	 is	still	unknown,	but	the	probability	 is	now

way	higher	than	it	was	one	month	ago.	The	alternative	scenario,	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu

acting	 as	 a	 lightening	 rod,	 protecting	 the	 real	 candidate	 from	 the	 massive	 media

power	and	dominance	of	the	government	is	still	spoken	of	but	deemed	unlikely	by	this

analysis.	 However,	 he	 is	 clearly	 gaining	momentum	 and	moving	 on	 to	 a	 new	 level,

which	indicates	more	than	being	a	shield.	The	next	question	one	would	naturally	ask

is,	can	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	win	against	President	Erdogan?	It	is	very	soon	to	call	it,	without

the	campaigns	start	and	the	propaganda	machinery	gearing	up.	What	the	analysis

of	the	Turkiye	Raporu	polls	indicate	is	at	the	moment,	Mr.	Kılıçdaroğlu	has	a

chance	of	victory	and	he	is	not	to	be	dismissed.	

Follow	 us	 for	 more	 up-to-date	 analysis	 of	 developments	 in	 Turkey

regarding	the	upcoming	elections;	where	we	will	be	putting	them	into

context	 and	 offer	 insights	 and	 informed	 and	 data	 driven

explanations.	
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