
Turkey	Election	Watch	-	03
12	August	2022

	

What	is	this	e-mail?

This	 e-mail	 is	 prepared	 by	 Istanbul	 Economics	 Research,	 an	 Istanbul
based	 polling	 company,	 to	 share	 with	 you	 the	most	 recent	 updates	 on
developments	regarding	Turkish	elections	that	will	 take	place	 in	2023.	 If
you	 do	 not	wish	 to	 receive	 this	 email	 please	 unsubscribe.	Otherwise	 sit
back	and	enjoy	the	data	driven	commentary.
	
If	you	like	what	you	see	and	are	interested	in	more	please	contact	me	at
cselcuki@researchistanbul.com	 to	 learn	 about	 our	 institutional
subscription	plans	to	monthly	polling	reports.	
	
We	have	solution	for	individual	subscriptions	in	English:	
https://turkiyeraporu.com/pricing/
	
And	for	individual	Turkish	subscriptions:
https://turkiyeraporu.com/abonelik/
Can	Selçuki,	Managing	Director,	Istanbul	Economics	Research

If	someone	forwarded	you	this	e-mail	and	you	want	them	to	keep	coming:	

Click	to	subscribe!

Latest	polling

People	say:	“Solve	the	problem”

https://aed6a29b.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAB-RRovbYLBCE-sZDEi2qQaFh8sBdZtnuQYoHZpTYmR2r8CTP9zkm747doo7s_4UiIE1v9M73pSQkMglxfoX-dJIattKdT0wB3R9T6e41pFk11fTdx-qBMEhgd-LemAxm6FrxOcJZo6KmFSR-1aja5-H1Bf_YFhVvBOOVxsPZfKaWwIcoJdvRSZymtdYgSBWe-BJB3sjxPCk
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20unsubscribe%20%7D%7D
mailto:cselcuki@researchistanbul.com
https://turkiyeraporu.com/pricing/
https://turkiyeraporu.com/abonelik/


Results	of	Turkiye	Raporu	July	2022	Turkey	wide	poll	of	1500	adults

Political	Highlights	of	the	Week

Syria	 Signaling:	 This	 week,	 during	 the	 13th	 Ambassadors'
Conference	 in	 Ankara,	 Çavuşoğlu	 said	 that	 he	 had	 met	 with	 Syrian
Foreign	 Minister	 Faisal	 Mekdad	 last	 year	 in	 Belgrad.	 Çavuşoğlu	 said
that	he	had	told	his	Syrian	counterpart	that	establishing	peace	in	Syria
could	be	established	by	bringing	 the	government	and	 the	opposition
together.	Çavuşoğlu	added	that	President	Recep	Tayyip	Erdoğan	and
his	 Syrian	 counterpart	 Bashar	 al-Assad	might	 soon	 hold	 a	 telephone
conversation.	 This	 development	 is	 seen	 as	 a	move	 towards	 sending
back	 some	of	 the	Syrian	 refugees	 as	 the	public	 discontent	 and	 thus
the	political	cost	for	AK	Party	is	mounting.
	
Festival	 Banning:	 The	 district	 governor	 of	 Burhaniye,	 İlyas	Memiş,
on	the	Aegean	coast	has	banned	this	year's	Zeytinli	Rock	Festival,	the
biggest	rock	festival	of	Turkey	which	made	every	year,	citing	“public
security.”	 A	 decision	 released	 by	 the	 governor's	 office	 on	 Aug.	 10
read:	 “Taking	 into	 consideration	 several	 complaints	 filed	 by	 our
citizens,	it	[festival]	has	not	been	seen	appropriate	for	the	protection
of	public	security	and	health,	society's	peace	and	environment.”	The
ban	 decision	 was	 met	 with	 outcry	 from	 the	 opposition	 as	 it	 was
interpreted	as	interference	with	lifestyle	of	citizens.
	
Drunk	 Bear:	A	 disoriented	 brown	 bear	 cub,	 believed	 to	 have	 been
intoxicated	 after	 eating	 an	 excessive	 amount	 of	 "mad	 honey",	 was
rescued	in	northwestern	Turkey's	Düzce	province	on	Aug.	11.	Footage
recorded	by	people	showed	the	bear	wobbling	and	whining	as	she	sat
like	a	drug	person	in	the	back	of	a	pick-up	truck,	after	people	rescued
the	animal	 from	 the	 forest.	Mad	honey,	 or	 "Deli	 bal"	 in	 Turkish,	 is	 a
type	of	rhododendron	honey	that	can	have	hallucinogenic	effects.	The
bear	did	not	comment	on	the	incident.
	
	

Issue	in	focus:	Three	is	a	crowd



In	democracy101,	it	is	generally	narrated	that	it	is	a	race	where	each
opinion	in	a	society	is	represented	through	a	candidate	and	the
diversity	and	number	of	candidates	is	a	sign	of	a	healthy	functioning
democracy.	This	may	not	be	the	case	for	Turkish	presidential	elections
in	2023.	On	one	side,	there	is	President	Erdoğan,	who	wants	to	lead
his	party	to	yet	another	electoral	victory,	an	addition	to	many	in	the
last	two	decades,	as	well	as	winning	another	face	off	in	direct
presidential	elections.	However,	this	time	the	challenge	is	bigger	than
any	other	earlier	election.	His	party,	AKP,	has	been	trailing	in	historical
lows	since	its	establishment.	Still	the	most	popular	party,	yet	stuck
around	30%,	which	is	neither	enough	for	a	single	party	government
nor	strong	basis	for	his	own	election	as	president.	He	needs	to	pass
51%.	Even	with	the	MHP,	the	partner	and	supporter	and	official
member	of	Cumhur	alliance,	the	situation	has	been	40%	government
and	60%	opposition.	These	shares	do	not	seem	to	change	in	the
opposite	direction	and	on	the	contrary,	with	the	deepening	economic
crisis	and	the	skyrocketing	inflation	rates,	it	is	only	getting	worse	for
AK	Party.	The	opposition	sees,	for	the	first	time,	a	clear	opportunity	to
end	two	decades	of	Erdoğan	rule.
	
The	issue	here	is	the	diversity	and	richness	of	the	opposition.	It	almost
resembles	concentric	circles.	The	most	outside	layer	is	what	unites
them:	they	are	not	part	of	the	ruling	coalition	and	they	do	not	have
access	to	the	large	economic,	cultural	and	bureaucratic	power
enjoyed	by	AK	Party	and	MHP.	The	majority	of	the	media	is	also
distanced	to	them,	giving	them	very	rare	visibility	or	a	platform	to
communicate	to	the	masses.	Beyond	this	circle,	there	are	two	circles,
the	HDP	and	the	table	of	six.	Although	united	in	their	opposition	to
President	Erdoğan	and	strongly	calling	for	a	change	and	reform	in
government	and	state,	that’s	as	far	as	their	agreement	goes.	In	fact,
the	secular	nationalist	IYIP	and	the	nationalist	elements	within	CHP	are
in	serious	odds	with	the	Kurdish	agenda	of	HDP,	which	makes	certain
issues	hard	to	manage.	Yet,	so	far,	they	have	managed	to	stay	in
unison	and	have	been	harmonious	in	their	criticisms	of	the	President
and	his	government.
	
Their	most	important	test	is	yet	to	come:	whether	the
opposition	will	manage	to	unite	behind	one	single	candidate
to	face	President	Erdoğan	or	there	will	be	more	than	one
opposition	leaders	campaigning.	In	other	terms,	will	HDP	propose
a	candidate	of	their	own	or	will	tget	endorse	the	opposition	candidate?
The	answer	is	yet	unknown	and	in	the	making.	As	mentioned	in	last
week’s	analysis	Ümit	Özdağ’s	emergence	might	also	pose	a	risk	to
oppositions	first	round	calculus.	However,	each	scenario	presents
itself	with	different	calculations.
	
In	case	of	a	three	candidate	race,	the	first	outcome	would	be	the	very
high	probability	of	a	second	round	of	presidential	elections,	between
the	two	candidates	that	receive	the	highest	percent	of	votes.	By	law,
in	case	none	of	the	candidates	receive	51	%	of	the	votes,	a	second
round	is	organized	with	the	op	two.	This	situation	is	a	very	novel	one,
as	since	the	introduction	of	the	presidential	system,	there	was	only
one	election	and	President	Erdoğan	managed	to	reach	51%	barely	in
the	first	round.	Thus,	neither	the	parties	nor	the	public	has	an
experience	and	notion	of	the	dynamics	of	a	second	round.	Indeed,
whom	will	get	parliamentary	majority	in	the	general	elections



that	will	be	held	on	the	same	day	of	the	first	round	of
presidential	elections	will	play	an	important	role.
	
There	are	two	cases	where	one	can	take	reference	of	however:	the
double	parliamentary	elections	of	2015	and	the	Istanbul	metropolitan
elections	of	2019.
AK	Party	fell	short	of	getting	necessary	votes	for	single	party
government	in	June	2015	general	elections,	although	receiving	40.9%
of	the	votes.	The	first	reaction	of	pundits	and	seasoned	politicians	was
analyzing	possible	coalition	scenarios	and	partners	for	AK	Party	to
continue	ruling.	What	they	didn’t	expect	was	President	Erdoğan’s
strategic	decision	to	block	PM	Ahmet	Davutoglu’s	attempts	to	form	a
coalition	government,	a	rare	incident	of	a	drift	within	AK	Party.	Having
failed	to	form	a	government,	AK	Party	ended	up	going	into	yet	another
election,	only	5	months	after,	in	November	2015.
	
AK	Party	managed	to	increase	its	vote	share	by	almost	9%,	regaining
its	loses	in	June	and	managed	to	continue	its	single	party	rule.	What
happened	in	those	5	months	however	will	be	the	subject	of	political
history	courses	for	years	to	come.	Turkey	was	shocked	by	a	series	of
violent	terrorist	attacks	towards	civilians,	including	the	bomb	attack	in
Ankara	train	station	by	ISIS	on	10th	of	October,	which	killed	109	and
injured	500+	civilians,	the	most	violent	attack	in	Turkish	history.	The
so-called	peace	process	regarding	Kurds	in	Turkey	was	also	called	off
in	this	period,	leading	to	violent	clashes	in	South	East	Turkey.
Naturally	the	campaign	and	electoral	tone	has	changed	and	AK	Party
and	the	President	Erdoğan	offered	security	and	peace	in	those	violent
times,	bringing	back	those	voters	that	left.
	
The	second	round,	the	repeat	elections	of	Istanbul	metropolitan
election	was	also	significant.	Although	the	state	and	security	forces
failed	to	produce	any	evidence	of	wrongdoing,	through	political
pressure	and	intensive	media	campaign,	they	have	managed	to	call
for	repeat	elections.	The	strange	issue	was	that	only	the	mayorship
elections	were	repeated,	where	AK	Party	candidate,	former	prime
minister	Binali	Yıldırım	lost	with	a	tiny	margin,	while	the	city	council
elections	were	approved	as	the	AKP	had	won	the	popular	vote	and
gained	majority	in	the	council.	This	dubious	situation	was	seen	as
another	proof	of	the	electoral	tactics	and	denial	of	consent	for	change
through	elections	by	the	governing	coalition.	The	in	between	period
was	marked	with	very	heavy	handed	tactics	by	the	government,	with
full	utilization	of	security	forces	and	the	media	to	swing	the	elections.
The	result,	however,	was	a	victory	for	democratic	process,	allowing
Mr.	İmamoğlu	to	win	once	more,	this	time	with	a	much	bigger	margin
Thus,	the	possibility	of	more	than	two	candidates	in	Presidential
elections	would	almost	guarantee	a	second	round.	What	concerns
many	is	the	stress	test	such	a	scenario	would	put	Turkish	society	and
economy	into.	With	President	Erdoğan	trying	to	defend	his	rule,	many
worry	about	the	intensity	of	the	competition	in	between	two	rounds,
with	the	state	forces	and	the	media	control	heavily	under	his	control.
With	already	fragile	economic	situation	as	well	as	the	deep
polarization	within	the	society,	the	loser’s	consent	is	crucial
for	Turkey.	Going	for	a	second	round	may	push	such	a	delicate
situation	to	its	limits.
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